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Prehistoric and early historic fortifications are outstanding archaeological sites, which in many cases
are still visible in the terrain and therefore represent significant focal points in the landscape. However,
numerous fortification works have also been lost due to construction activity and changing landscape
uses during the 19th and 20th centuries. Today, there is a significant geographical and chronological
diversity of countless monuments featuring different architectures and functionalities, as well as a
large number of hillfort researchers across Europe. For a long time, the archaeology of fortified sites
has pursued a culture-historical approach, mostly focusing on locating historical events and evidence
for warfare. Newer research has expanded the focus to other aspects, such as the symbolic meanings
of fortifications, construction labour, or their relationship with the wider natural and cultural landscape.
In addition, fortification-specific research methods and techniques have been established, both in
fieldwork and in further analysis. There are, however, barriers in scholarship related to political and
linguistic boundaries, as well as period-related research traditions, which often make supra-regional
and diachronic discussions difficult.

This session aims to explore the current state of research approaches on fortifications in prehistoric
and early historic Europe. Individual investigations shall be located and critically reflected within the
international research landscape. It is our explicit goal to outline the diversity but also commonalities in
strategies and approaches, in order to contribute to the building of larger international networks that go
beyond traditional divides. We invite speakers to focus on the concepts, theories and methods
relevant to their own fortification research and to contextualize their approaches within the wider
disciplinary framework.
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