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Gold foil figures in focus
A Scandinavian find group

and related objects and images from
ancient and medieval Europe

Edited by
Alexandra Pesch and Michaela Helmbrecht

Nearly four thousand tiny gold foil figures were found 
at significant archaeological sites in Scandinavia:  
a fascinating material from the 6th to 8th c. AD. They 
show anthropomorphic figures, both male and female 
and some with unclear gender, clothed and unclothed, 
singly or in pairs, very rarely animals. Some are elaborately 
designed, others are roughly cut. Despite copious research 
during the past decades, the function and meaning of the 
tiny foils is in many respects still an enigma. However, 
their decipherment is of key importance for the under-
standing of the northern European cultures of their time. 
This book contains state-of-the-art contributions from 
scholars in multiple fields of research, elucidating several 
different perspectives on these intriguing archaeological 
objects and searching for new approaches and new inter-
pretations. All things considered, the concept, manufac-
ture, and usage of gold foil figures must be regarded as 
a result of supra-regional crises. However, they also are 
evidence of cultural survival and social reorganisation.
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